
“We pride
ourselves on

understanding
that specialist

customer
better than
those who

dabble in the
space”

—Lorraine Pastore

L ifeBrands, the specialist-focused arm of Publicis
Healthcare Communications Group, picked up
several modest pieces of new business and a new

managing director in the past year.
John Timmins joins LifeBrands from Euro RSCG

Life Oncologix, the HAVAS network’s cancer specialty
unit, where he was managing director. He replaces
Linda Bennett, who was promoted to serve as regional
coordinator on all accounts with Sanofi-Aventis, Publi-
cis’ biggest client. Founder (and startup junkie) Lor-
raine Pastore returned as president of the four-year-old
firm after a stint at PHCG sibling Brand Pharm (the
reincarnation of the Nelson agency’s ad arm) to mind
the store in the meantime. Former Rocephin marketer
Brett Lowell remains creative director and biologist
James Street, PhD, scientific director.

LifeBrands competes with Interpublic’s Integrated
and Omnicom’s Harrison & Star in the specialist-
focused advertising and promotion space. “We handle
brands aimed at –ologists, -iatrists and surgeons,” says
Pastore, noting that the company’s Midtown office is
dominated by a man-sized representation of its test tube
icon—just so there’s no mistaking their focus. “We don’t
do anything in the way of primary care and we pride

ourselves on understanding that [specialist] customer
better than those who dabble in the space.” More than
two-thirds of the firm’s business comes from physician-
directed advertising and promotion, with the remainder
taken up by medical education projects.

More than 60% of the firm’s business is in oncology
treatments, including Sanofi’s Taxotere, Novartis
Oncology’s developmental products and Glaxo-
SmithKline’s Tykerb, ofatumumab and eltrombopag.
The company is also amassing a substantial virology
portfolio, including Roche’s Fuzeon and Schering-
Plough’s vicriviroc, both for HIV/AIDS. Last year,
LifeBrands launched Schering-Plough’s Noxafil, for
opportunistic infections related to AIDS, along with
Taxotere for gastric and head and neck cancers. Sanofi
is the company’s top client, followed by Merck and
Schering-Plough.

Over the past year, the shop has landed business from
Roche, adding the education assignment on Fuzeon to
its global ad/promotion assignment on the brand, as
well as market development tasks for Schering-Plough’s
vicrovira and GSK’s ofatumumab and new work from
Merck. Setbacks included Sanofi’s decision to halt pro-
motion of its controversial Ketek antibiotic, for which
LifeBrands had the advertising assignment, and the fail-
ure of a Boehringer Ingelheim drug on which the firm
worked in clinical trials.

“We’ve put together a group that really wants to be in
specialist brands and puts an incredible amount of pas-
sion behind what we do,” says Pastore, noting that the
company has just hired its third PhD and has an opening

for a fourth. LifeBrands’ expert staff helps goose claims
development, she says. “They understand the molecule
so well, they know all the ins and outs, and they can
make claims from a scientific perspective.”

But recruiting talent remains a major headache—
along with the ever-changing regulatory landscape.
“The constraints are getting tighter and together, and
from a regulatory perspective, the industry changes dra-
matically every year, so it’s hard to know what’s next,”
she says. —Matthew Arnold

AT THE HELM
Lorraine Pastore,
president

HIGHLIGHTS
Added med ed to Roche
Fuzeon assignment

Won market
development business
on Schering-Plough’s
vicriviroc and
GlaxoSmithKline’s
ofatumumab, as well as
new work from Merck

CHALLENGES
Failure of a Boehringer
Ingelheim drug on which
the firm worked and
Sanofi-Aventis’ decision
to halt promotion of
Ketek, for which the
agency did advertising

Recruiting and
regulatory uncertainty 

For contact details,
service offerings and
client roster, see Agency
A-to-Z, beginning on
page 143

lLifeBrands
Publicis’ specialist shop overcomes

Ketek setback with spate of wins

Above: Journal ad for Sanofi Aventis’ Taxotere
Top left: From an ad for Sanofi Aventis’ Hyalgan

JULY 2007 MM&M 101 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (Apple RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /Symbol
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF's if you are not downloading low Res ads from AdSpring.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


